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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE Meeil Sinmun,

EPIDEMIC SPREADS IN NORTE KOREA;
SAY KTM TL-SONG AILING

REFUGEE CONFIRMS EPIDEMIC REPORT -- laegu Maeil Sinmun, 28 Sep 51

A mysterious contegious disease that kills the victims within 2% hours
after the attack 1s veportedly spreading among soldiers and civilians ip North
Korea. According to an anti -Communist North Xorean youth who recently took
refuge in South Korea, the epidemic started among CCF troops in North Korea
and later gpread to civilians. The youth disclosed that the first symptom of

this disease is high fever, pains ; 8nd yellowing of the skin. He said that the
disease spread very rapidly,

An Allied source conjectured that the above epidemic may be similar to the
hemorrhagic fever disease detected in Manchuria by the Japanese in 1938,

PUFPET PREMIER ABSENT FROM BANQUET -- Taegu Maeil Sinmm, 9 Qct 51

Seoul (Hapdong) ~- An informed source in South Korea asserted today that
Kim Il-song has been ailing for some time. Kim was absent from a banquet given
recently by the Chinese Embassy in P'yongyang honoring the second anniversary
of the founding of the People's Republic of Chine.
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